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Detailed Action 

1 . Claims 1-8 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-4, 7, and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kodosky 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,901,221 referred to as Kodosky) in view of Oian et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,353,233 referred to as Oian). 

Claim 1), 

Kodosky teaches a method for specifying, executing and analyzing method sequences, 
characterized in that, in the specification phase, the method sequences are input in 
graphical form (Kodosky, C 3, L 55-58) into a computer system (Kodosky, C 3, L 53) as 
flowcharts (Kodosky, Fig. 22 and C 5, L 17-20) with attributes and function details 
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(Kodosky, Fig. 58 and C 6, L 38-39) which define the influence of individual variables 
(Kodosky, C 3, L 61-68) on the method sequence, with codes being automatically 
generated from the flowcharts (Kodosky, Fig. 22 and C 5, L 17-20) as an internal 
representation which is converted by means of a compiler into a loadable, executable 
module (Kodosky, C 3, L 58-61) which is called for each processing step (Kodosky, C 9, 
L 67 - C 10, L 2) in the handling phase, in that, in the handling phase for recognition, 
information for describing the particular current sequence and the current values of the 
attributes (Kodosky, Fig. 58, C 6, L 38-39) is written to an attribute file (Kodosky, C 8, 
L 38-41) for each processing step, and in that, in the later analysis phase, the individual 
processing steps during the handling phase are reconstructed (Kodosky, C 4, L 6-10) by 
displaying the course of processing (Kodosky, C 3, L 55-58) for each dispatch or each 
form in the flowcharts (Kodosky, Fig. 22 and C 5, L 17-20) with the attributes together 
with the associated images of the dispatch labels or form entries, with the attributes 
showing the current values (Kodosky, C 8, L 56-64) from the attribute file (Kodosky, C 
8, L 38-41). 

Kodosky, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention with the exception 
of specifying, executing and analyzing the recognition of dispatch labels and form 
entries. 

Oian teaches specifying, executing, analyzing the recognition of dispatch labels and form 
entries (Oian, C 4, L 18-22) for the purpose of using graphical programming software for 
image recognition (Oian, C 4, L 18-22). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the teachings of Oian to modify 
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the invention of Kodosky for the purpose of using graphical programming software for 
image recognition (Oian, C 4, L 18-22). 
Claim 2), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention, 
characterized in that not only the attributes but also value ranges and comments are 
entered (Kodosky, Fig. 58, C 6, L 38-39, C17, L 23-29). 
Claim 3), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention, 
characterized in that not only the current values of the attributes but also references 
relating to the associated names and comments (Kodosky, Fig. 58, C 6, L38-39) are 
entered into the attribute file (Kodosky, C 8, L38-41). 
Claim 4), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention, 
characterized in that not only the current values of the attributes (Kodosky, C 8, L 83-41) 
but also a respective reference relating to the relevant elements (Kodosky, Fig. 19a, Fig. 
19b, Fig. 58, C 5, L 9-10, C 6, L 38-39, C 14, L 5-14) in the flowchart (Kodosky, Fig 22. 
C 5, L 17-20) is entered into the attribute file (Kodosky, C 8, L 38-41). 
Claim 7), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention, 
characterized in that, during online analysis, sequences are tested by changing the values 
of the variables and/or parameters of the functions online, which influences the sequence 
(Kodosky, C 26, L 5-68). 
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Claim 8), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention, 
characterized in that not only the current values of the attributes but also a respective 
reference relating to the relevant elements (Kodosky, Fig. 19a, Fig. 19b, Fig. 58, C 5, L 
9-10, C 6, L 38-39, C 14, L 5-14) in the flowchart (Kodosky, Fig 22. C 5-1 17-20) is 
entered into the attribute file (Kodosky, C 8, L 38-41). 

Claims 5 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kodosky et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,901,221 referred to as Kodosky) in view of Oian et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,353,233 referred to as Oian) and further in view of Kodosky et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,475,851 
referred to as Kodosky 2). 

Claim 5), 

Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention with 
the exception that, during analysis, the current method step is marked in the displayed 
flowchart. 

Kodosky 2 teaches that, during analysis, the current method step is marked in the 
displayed flowchart (Kodosky 2, Fig 54a, C 8, L 54-55) for the purpose of tracing data 
flow in a black diagram (Kodosky 2, C 40, L 51-58). It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the teachings of Kodosky 
2 to modify the invention of Kodosky for the purpose of tracing data flow in a block 
diagram (Kodosky 2, C 40, L 51-58). 
Claim 6), 
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Kodosky in view of Oian, as set forth above, discloses applicant's claimed invention with 
the exception that, during analysis, the attributes and comments of the current, marked 
method step are displayed 

Kodosky 2 teaches that, during analysis, the attributes and comments of the current, 
marked method step (Kodosky 2, Fig 54a, C 8, L 54-55) being displayed for the purpose 
of tracing data flow in the block diagram (Kodosky 2, C 40, L 51-58). It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the 
teachings of Kodosky 2 to modify the invention of Kodosky for the purpose of tracing 
data flow in a block diagram (Kodosky 2, C 40, L 5 1-58). 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kodosky et al. is cited for his graphical system for modeling a process. Kodosky et 
al. is cited for his polymorphic dataflow block diagram system and method for programming a 
computer. Kodosky is cited for his method and apparatus for providing autoprobe features in a 
graphical data flow diagram. Kodosky is cited for his graphical method for programming a 
virtual instrument. McKaskle et al. is cited for his method and apparatus for providing attribute 
nodes in a graphical data flow environment. Malow et al. is cited for his method of distributing 
packages or the like. Higgins et al. is cited for his method of improving cursive address 
recognition in mail pieces using adaptive data base management. Rosenbaum et al. is cited for 
his system and method for deferred processing of ocr scanned mail. Mampe et al. is cited for 
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his remote video scanning automated sorting system. Siedel is cited for his method and device 
for recognizing distribution data on postal packets. Itonori et al. is cited for his apparatus for 
generating programs from inputted flowchart images. Oakazaki is cited for his information 
retrieval apparatus and interface for retrieval of mapping information utilizing hand-drawn 
retrieval requests. Cobb et al. is cited for his technique for the conversion to digital form of 
interspersed symbolic and graphic data. Kossinakoff is cited for his method of automatically 
programming graphic information. Namba is cited for his character and image processing 
apparatus. Yamada is cited for his program generator. 

Applicant or applicant's representative is respectfully reminded that in process of patent 
prosecution i.e., amending of claims in response to a rejection of claims set forth by the 
Examiner per Title 35 U.S.C. The patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state 
of the art disclosed by the references cited and any objections made. Moreover, applicant or 
applicant's representative must clearly show how the amendments avoid or overcome such 
references and objections. See 37 CFR § 1.1 1(c). 

Correspondence Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Adrian L. Kennedy whose telephone number is (571) 272-8633. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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